‘Through her creative use of biblical story and personal experience, Tania answers the question most Christians ask: How do
I know it’s God? As a pastor, this is the perfect resource to put
into the hand of any person wanting to know how God speaks
today.’
Pastor David Crafts, Head of Pastoral Care,
Hillsong Church, Sydney, Australia
‘God Conversations invites us to go deeper and encounter God in
a fresh way through Tania’s personal experiences and the pages
of Scripture. Reading it has been an unexpected treat because
I’ve received coaching from one of the world’s best. I couldn’t
put it down.’
Dr Clayton Coombs, Academic Dean,
Planetshakers College, Melbourne, Australia
‘This book makes you hungry – hungry to step out of normal
life into the adventure of a lifetime. In God Conversations, Tania interweaves her personal stories with the ancient stories of
the Bible to give us insights into how God speaks. Read it and
buckle up!’
Pastor Björn Schäfer, Leader ICF College & Community Pastor,
ICF Church Zürich, Zürich, Switzerland
‘God Conversations is both personable and practical with a balance of experience and Scripture that helps the reader see the
big picture and leads us to the thought, “I can do this.” ’
Pastor John Steele, former Apostolic Leader,
New Life Churches International, Auckland New Zealand
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‘Not only has Tania tackled the topic with vigour and integrity, she has produced an easy-to-read volume that is soundly
backed up with biblical teaching. But what we appreciated most
were the down-to-earth stories that were often humorous.’
Pastors John and Sandra Snelgrove, Founding Pastors,
The Vine Church, Hong Kong
‘Tania lives what she teaches. In God Conversations, there is a
wonderful balance of personal experience and theological discussion that everyone can relate to. Her book is an exciting and
stimulating contribution to this often misunderstood area of
Christian living.’
Dr Jon Newton, Dean of Postgraduate Studies,
Harvest Bible College, Melbourne, Australia
‘Tania offers practical lessons, stories and insights proven by experiences with God, both ancient and contemporary. This book
will nourish you mind, spirit and soul.’
John Peachey, former radio host,
Rhema Media motivational speaker and leadership coach,
The Think Farm, Auckland, New Zealand
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God Conversations
Stories of how God speaks and what
happens when we listen
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How Do I Know It’s God?
I was 21 years old when I first learned God could speak.
The idea seemed fantastical. Could the God of the universe zoom
down onto my little world and communicate with me? Could the
God who knew everything about anything; whose eyes cast far
back into history and long into the future, talk to me about my life?
If so, what would he say?
My mind boggled with the possibilities.
So I watched and I waited.
I listened to sermons when the preacher said, ‘God spoke to me
this week and gave me the vision for our church,’ and I’d think:
Awesome!
Then I’d wonder, But how did he know it was God?
I looked in my Bible and read things like: ‘And the Spirit spoke to
Philip and told him to go to the Ethiopian in his chariot’1 and I’d
think: Wow, that’s great.
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Then I’d wonder, But how did Philip know it was him?
I’d go to seminars where I’d question the speakers, and they
would smile knowingly and say, ‘You’ll know it when you hear
it,’ and I’d walk away dejected thinking, Lucky you.
It seemed so easy for everyone else. But for me? I was the one
who’d gone to church every Sunday since the day I was born. I’d
tried to follow all of the commandments and only sworn once
in Grade 6, feeling the guilt of my heinous crime for weeks afterwards. I could even quote every verse from the ‘Four Spiritual
Laws’ in perfect King James English. But I’d never heard God
speak to me.
Then I met Jill. Jill was my gregarious friend from church,
who seemed to hear God speak all the time. ‘God said this . . .’
‘He gave me a vision of that . . . ‘ At first I was intrigued. Then I got
annoyed. How come Jill was hearing from God and I wasn’t?
______
When we look at biblical history, we notice that God is a talker.
From the book of Genesis all the way through to the book of
Revelation, we see him in conversation. He’s chatting with Adam
and Eve in the Garden,2 dialoguing with Moses on a smoking
mountain3 and arguing with Jeremiah in the stocks.4 He’s outlining
plans for a city with Zechariah,5 strategizing with Peter about the
Church6 and giving travel directions to the Apostle Paul.7 He talks
and talks and talks. He makes fun of other gods who can’t talk.8 He
is known as the ‘Living Word’,9 and is known for words that never
fail, never lie10 and never fail to achieve what they’re sent for.11

9781780781884_Harris.indd 2

25/04/17 6:50 pm

How Do I Know It’s God?

3

Indeed, it seems that nothing in history happened without God
first speaking it.12
He said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.13
He said, ‘I will make a great nation,’ and Israel was born.14
He said, ‘I promise you a saviour,’ and his word became flesh in
Jesus.15
It’s everywhere. We read, ‘God said . . .’ over 3,800 times in the
Old Testament alone.
The problem is, we don’t always read how he said it.
Well, sometimes we do, but it’s usually a scant mention.
‘God spoke in a dream,’16 we read, or, ‘An angel spoke in a
vision.’17
Well, I’ve never had an angelic appearance, but I’ve had plenty
of dreams. They usually have me running naked down the street
or flying like Superman over the treetops.
So how did the Bible characters know it was God? And how
were they confident enough to build an ark, go into battle or
leave their homeland on the basis of what they’d heard?
Perhaps some of them struggled just like us. Perhaps when
they woke up the next day and replayed the conversation, they
found themselves asking, ‘But was that God?’
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You may say to yourselves, ‘How can we know when a message has
not been spoken by the Lord?’18
I think of Joseph, Mary’s husband, who heard God calling him
to leave Bethlehem for Egypt.19 Apparently Herod was on a mission to kill the baby Jesus. But how did they know it was God?
There were no telltale signs of a conspiracy, no reason to believe
they were in danger.
What’s more, the message came in a dream. A dream! One of
those dubious experiences of the night. How did Joseph know
it wasn’t the spicy lentils from dinner the night before or the
stench of the manger at his bedside? What process did he use
to test the veracity of his dream? And then, how did he have the
faith to pack up his household in the middle of the night and
travel to a foreign country hundreds of kilometres away?
Then there was Zedekiah, King of Judah, who faced the threat
of a Babylonian invasion in the early sixth century bc.20 Two opposing messages were given, and both were said to be from
God. How did Zedekiah know which one was right? Would the
city be taken captive or would God rescue them as he’d done
before? Should he believe Jeremiah or should he believe the
court prophets?
Now Zedekiah could have taken into account the tests from the
book of Deuteronomy. One of them said that if the prophecy
didn’t come to pass, you knew it wasn’t from God.21
Sounds fairly foolproof.

9781780781884_Harris.indd 4

25/04/17 6:50 pm

How Do I Know It’s God?

5

The only problem was, if Zedekiah waited for the outcome of that
test, it would be too late. Time would tell which prophecy was
accurate, but Zedekiah couldn’t count on being alive to prove it.
Another test claimed that if the prophecy led you to worship the
true God, it could be trusted.22 But this was difficult too, since
both Jeremiah and the court prophets claimed the Hebrew God
as their own.
One final test was to examine the track record of the prophets
themselves. True prophets, it seemed, consistently bore good
fruit in their lives, while false prophets displayed the opposite.23
But this distinction wasn’t always clear-cut. History showed that
sometimes even a good prophet got it wrong.24
In the end, Zedekiah chose the more popular message of the
court prophets over Jeremiah’s – perhaps not surprisingly since
Jeremiah had been intensely negative in his predictions. Who
wanted to believe they were going to lose to the Babylonians
whatever happened? The ‘prophet of doom’, they called Jeremiah.
Of course it’s easy for us to see now who got it right – who was
hearing from God and who was speaking out of his ‘own mind’.25
With his eyes gouged out in a Babylonian dungeon a few years
later, Zedekiah saw it too.
So simple – in retrospect.
The problem with all these great stories is that we don’t usually
get to see what happened between the lines. We read, ‘God said
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to Joseph, “Get up and go to Egypt” ’, and in the next paragraph
we read, ‘So Joseph went to Egypt.’26
That’s it.
We don’t get a blow-by-blow description of how God spoke.
We don’t read a detailed explanation of how they knew it was
him, and we certainly don’t get a look at what was going on inside their heads as they decided how to respond to what they’d
heard. Which is understandable given that the biblical writers
were more focused on the content of the conversation rather
than the manner in which it came.
There’s no doubt the God conversations we read about in the
Bible are spectacular – that exquisite dynamic of heaven touching earth with supernatural wisdom and insight; the tantalizing
experience of connecting with an invisible deity in the midst of
a material world.
But we were promised this too.
‘My people will recognize my voice . . . and follow it,’27 Jesus said.
When he was on earth, it was easy for Jesus’ followers to recognize his voice. They could hear him speak as they walked beside
him down the roads and dined with him in their homes. They
could ask him questions about his teaching as they sat with him
by the lake. They could present their problems to him and he
could give them advice. It wasn’t difficult to work out if it was
God speaking, because everything Jesus said and did revealed
God’s heart. He was the very words of God lived out in person.28
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But then he left, and they could no longer listen to him at the
tables. They could no longer hear him in the halls of the synagogues. Why, then, would Jesus leave?
It would be better, he said, if he did.29 Then his voice would be
able to go beyond the rooms of Jerusalem, past the roads of
Judea and further than the steps of the temple. His voice would
go where he couldn’t go, because it would come via his Spirit.
And unlike the days of old when only a select few experienced
his voice, it would come to all who wanted to hear it.
So when the Holy Spirit was poured out on that monumental
Day of Pentecost, the ability to hear God’s voice was part of the
package. As the Apostle Peter proclaimed to the crowd, this was
the moment they’d all been waiting for. What the prophets had
foreseen and what Jesus had promised was finally coming to
pass: ‘Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.’30 Now everyone could communicate with God in the same way that the
prophets did – through prophecy, and dreams and visions.
No longer would we need to wait for Moses to come down the
mountain to hear what God was saying, or visit a prophet like
Samuel to know God’s heart. No longer would conversations
with Jesus be reserved for a few fishermen and his friends. No
longer would we need a neighbour to teach us to know the
Lord, for we would all know him, from the least to the greatest.31
This was a promise for all generations; for those assembled in
Jerusalem that day as well as those in Judea, Samaria and all
those who were ‘far off’.32 We could all experience his word written on our hearts.
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It’s a stunning opportunity.
It’s available to everyone who follows Jesus – the privilege of all
those who seek to know him.
Yet when it comes to actually having conversations with the
Creator here in the twenty-first century, with our text messages,
smartphones and high-speed chat, we’re often left wondering
how to do it: how to recognize it when the Spirit speaks, how
the whole testing process works and how in the end it’s possible
to follow his voice with some degree of confidence.
That was my position too, back at 21. I wanted to experience
God’s voice. I wanted to hear what he had to say to me personally. I wanted to have my own conversations with God, not just
live vicariously through the ones I’d heard from the preachers
and Bible writers. I’d followed the rules and studied the Scriptures, but like the Pharisees in Jesus’ day, I’d never heard the
voice of God for myself.33
Thankfully, Jesus said that I would be able to recognize his voice.
He said that his Spirit would speak to me, teach me and guide
me into truth.34
The promise was loaded with possibilities. What would he say?
It was time to try this out.
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